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EWHA WOMANS UNIVERSITY

Syllabus (2026-Summer)

3 credits Hours 45 Hours

Course Title Women in Korean History 10158

Class Time Mon to Thr
Classroom Classroom TBA

Name Jung Nayoung Department History
Instructor

E-mail nyjung.starry@gmail.com Phone

Office Hours
Office Location

By email appointment

l. Course Overview

1. Course Description

This course is intended to examine various aspects of the lives of women in Korean history from the premodern
to the present time. In the traditional society, women’s roles were confined to the domestic realm and history of
Korean women was marginalized with the lack of sources. In the turbulent modern history, women encountered
changes and difficulties in the time of enlightenment, colonization, war, and industrialization. Women, in general,
were described as the minority or victims and little attention was paid to their diverse lives and voice in Korean
history. However, women have lived colorful lives in the context of time and social changes, adopting and
adapting their roles, and making their voice heard.

From this perspective, this course aims to explore how the lives of women were and have changed in the
historical context. To encourage a deeper understanding on the concrete topic, various reading materials range
from an official record to letters between friends and family, and visual materials will be used. Also, when
possible, there will be field trips to make history come alive.

2. Prerequisites

No background needed

3. Course Format

Lecture Discussion/Presentation Field Trip Other

50 % 25% 20 % 5%

4. Course Objectives
To gain the comprehensive understanding of the lives of women in Korean history.
5. Evaluation Systems

O Relative evaluation . Absolute evaluation (for Ewha International Summer College students only) [0 Others
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Female Representation Analysis Attendance‘

‘ Final Exam ‘ Presentation  Comparative Reflection Paper

15% 20%

15%

40% 10 %

1) Final Exam
In-class exam will be given. The format of the test will be discussed on the 1t day of class.
2) Assignment 1 - Presentation

One assignment is a presentation. Students will give a 10-minute presentation related to the assigned
reading materials using PowerPoint slides. Presentation materials will be provided on cyber campus. 10
points will be awarded.

3) Assignment 2 — Comparative Reflection Paper

Students are required to submit a 2-3-page comparative reflection paper comparing one aspect of
women’s history in Korea with another society or region. Topics should be drawn from issues discussed
in class (ex. marriage and family, female education, New Women, women’s experience in wartime,
gender norms, social roles during the industrialization, etc.). Students may compare Korea with their
home country or another society they are familiar with. 15 points will be awarded.

Electronic version should be submitted as a PDF to the Turn-it-in Board. The assignment should be
formatted with 1.5-line spacing, using Times New Roman in font size 12.

Students who give a presentation on this assignment using PowerPoint slides on the final day will receive
an additional 1.5 points.

4) Assignment 3 — Analysis of Female Presentation in Korean Movies or Dramas
In this assignment, students are expected to analyze how women are represented in Korean media (films
or TV dramas) that depict a specific historical period in a 2-3-page paper. Students should connect these
media representations to women’s lives in Korean history discussed in class, such as political roles,
family roles, marriage, education, mobility, labor, and social expectations. Rather than focusing on plot,
students are encouraged to examine how female characters in selected media reflect, reinforce or
challenge dominant understandings of women in Korean history across different time periods.

Electronic version should be submitted as a PDF to the Turn-it-in Board. The assignment should be
formatted with 1.5-line spacing, using Times New Roman in font size 12.

Students who give a presentation on this assignment using PowerPoint slides on the final day will receive
an additional 1.5 points.

5) Attendance
Attendance will be checked strictly. A regular attendance is mandatory, and attendance for the field trip

is also required. The first absence and tardiness will be excused. Each absence thereafter shall result in
a 1.5-point deduction and each instance of tardiness shall incur a 0.5-point deduction.

Il. Course Materials and Additional Readings

1. Required Materials

Class materials will be updated on cyber campus.
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2. Supplementary Materials

Choi, Hyaeweol. Gender and Mission Encounters in Korea: New Women, Old Ways, Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2009.

Choi, Hyaeweol. New Women in Colonial Korea: A Sourcebook, New York: Routledge, 2013.

Chung, Hyun Back, Kim, Sun-joo, Kwon, Soon-hyung, Chung, Hae-Eun, Shin, Youngsook and Lee, Im Ha. A
History of Korean Women. Translated by Aeri Shin. Seongnam: The Academy of Korean Studies, 2021.

De Bary, William Theodore. Lee, Peter H. ed. Sources of Korean Tradition, vol. 1 & vol. 2, New York: Columbia
University Press, 1997-2000.

Deuchler, Martina. The Confucian Transformation of Korea, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1992.

Hwang, Kyung Moon. A History of Korea, New York: Palgrave, 2010.

Haboush, Jahyun Kim. trans. The Memoirs of Lady Hyegydng: The Autobiographical Writings of a Crown
Princess of Eighteenth-Century Korea. Berkely and Los Angels: University of California Press, 1996.

Kim, Jahyun Haboush. ed. Epistolary Korea: Letters in the Communicative Space of the Choson, 1392-1910,

New York: Columbia University Press, 2009.

Kim-Renaud, Young-Key. ed. Creative Women of Korea: The Fifteenth through the Twentieth Centuries, N.Y:
M.E. Sharpe, 2004.

Kim, Youngmin. Pettid, Michael J. ed. Women and Confucianism in Chosén Korea, Albany: SUNY Press, 2011.

Nam, Hwasook. Women in the Sky: Gender and Labor in the Making of Modern Korea, Ithaca: Cornell University
Press, 2021.

Scott, Joan Wallach. Gender and the Politics of History, New York: Columbia University Press, 1999.

lll. Course Schedule

DL Date Topics & Class Materials, Assignments

Day 1 (6/29) | Introduction to the Course & Why Do We Study Women’s History?

Day 2 (6/30) | Marriage, Power and Politics: Understanding Women in Ancient Korea

Day 3 (7/1) | Surviving the Storm: Lives of Royal Women

Field Trip to Women Independence Activists Street & National Palace Museum of

Day 4 (7/2) Korea

Presentation (1)

Day 5 (7/6) “Confucianization” and Making a Voice: Lives of Women in Joseon (1)

Day 6 (7/7) | “Confucianization” and Making a Voice: Lives of Women in Joseon (2)

Day 7 (7/8) | Women Go to School: Foundation of Girls’ School and Education for Women
Day 8 (7/9) | Field Trip to Jeongdong-gil Road, Ewha Museum & Seoul Museum of History

Presentation (2)

Day 9 () Women at the Crossroad: New Women in Modern Korea (1)

Women at the Crossroad: New Women in Modern Korea (2)

Rayill ) [Watch Sweet Dream (Lullaby of Death) directed by Yang Ju-nam, 1936]
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Day Date Topics & Class Materials, Assignments

Dav 11 (7/15) What the Wars Left Behind: “Comfort Women” Issues and War Widows
y [Watch | Can Speak directed by Kim Hyeon-seok, 2017]

Day 12 (7/16) | Women at Work: Yeogong in Korea’s Industrialization (1)

Women at Work: Yeogong in Korea’s Industrialization (2)

ER I (), [Watch Yeongja’s Heydays directed by Kim Ho-sun, 1975]

Day 14 (7/21) | Wrap Up: Review & Discussion & Presentation of the Assignment (Optional)

Day 15 (7/22) | Final Exam

IV. Special Accommodations

* According to the University regulation section #57-3, students with disabilities can request for special accommodations
related to attendance, lectures, assignments, or tests by contacting the course professor at the beginning of semester.
Based on the nature of the students’ request, students can receive support for such accommodations from the course
professor or from the Support Center for Students with Disabilities (SCSD). Please refer to the below examples of the
types of support available in the lectures, assignments, and evaluations.

Lecture Assignments Evaluation

. Visual impairment: braille examination paper,

. Visual impairment: braille, enlarged N . . o
examination with voice support, longer examination

reading materials Extra days for . .
2 ) . . S hours, note-taking assistant
. Hearing impairment: note-taking submission, A . o .
. - . Hearing impairment: written examination
assistant CUEITEIATD instead of oral examination
. Physical impairment : access to assignments

. Physical impairment: longer examination

classroom, note-taking assistant hours, note-taking assistant

- Actual support may vary depending on the course.

* The contents of this syllabus are not final—they may be updated.





